THE FOREST SEED

Princes was to be crowned in Vladimir before iinallv it yielded this last
}'ii\iU'ge? I hi5 last inheritance from Imly Kkv. Yet slowly the static

of Vladimir was undermined. It gradually lost its independence and
became the particular personal property of the Prince of Moscow, its
cathedral and coronation hall his own private chapel. In all things
the Muscovite princes believed in making haste slowly and in giving
the appearance of inevitability to the things that they had consciously
planned.

Yet for all this the results were not slow in coming. Ivan I
reigned from 1528 to 15415 in his thirteen years of rale he accom-
plished more towards Russian unity than any prince since Yaroslav.
By 1589, when Ms immediate successor Dmitri Donskoi died, all the
Russian rulers of the east, were looking on Moscow as their leader?
adviser, and spokesman. In just over sixty year?, therefore., Moscow
had risen from a woodland trading settlement to the status of a
capital town. And already there were indications of a still larger
ambition. Under Dmitri the Church became infused with mission-
ary fervour. Its monks struck out into the east and north. Stephen
Permski went as far as the Kama and successfully established Ortho-
doxy there. It was the spearhead pointing at the heart of Siberia.,
and with Siberia at the heart of the Tartar dominion.